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1. Kiesha from PPS Jefferson Project Team welcomed attendees and introduced Ayana and Steve from 
Office of School Modernization, Jefferson Project Team 
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considered including several that were noted in discussion at the DAG meeting.  
Appendix B and Appendix C contains  additional background information. 

● Q: How long is the Kairos lease? 
● A: 10 years with an option to extend up to 50 years. 
● Follow Up comment: Kairos doesn't need to be in the neighborhood - why can't it 

leave?  Since it’s not a geographic issue? 
A: Great questions.  Not sure why not; but this is good feedback. 

● Concern about inadequate Middle School capacity in the neighborhood - kids are having to 
leave the neighborhood for middle school. So many kids and families are leaving. 

● The assumption because there's a long term lease with renewal opportunity that 
KairosPDX will be there for a long time 

● Public comment: Kairos doesn't need to be in this community.  Why aren't you looking for 

https://meetings.boardbook.org/Documents/WebViewer/915?file=5fa3bc7b-68ed-4c1a-aa72-a8f9395f396a
/cms/lib/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/171/2023%20HTMS%20Appendix%20C.pdf
https://meetings.boardbook.org/Documents/WebViewer/915?file=f08bbc9f-784c-4b17-a0b8-3164f69527b3
https://meetings.boardbook.org/Documents/WebViewer/915?file=f08bbc9f-784c-4b17-a0b8-3164f69527b3
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become the  temporary site for Tubman(when the new Tubman 
building is under construction).  This was under consideration as  a 
permanent location for Tubman but since it is outside of the Tubman 
boundary it fell out of consideration 

● Q Could Kairos go there? [Lasalle] 
A: It is not impossible 

● Community Comment: What is happening here is the central nervous system is 
activating.  The graphic on the screen is not showing JHS or acknowledging that a slice is 
being taken from it.  Kairos is interesting; it has inadvertently colonized this neighborhood.  It's 
like a renter having to be given a house.  Sports issue - The community is saying "No, we want 
sports".  Also, youth are not able to learn in this environment.  This is taking so long. Why didn't 
planning for this start a decade ago?  [I attended King meeting about Tubman; this is  another 
meeting where JHS is being eclipsed by Tubman].  How can PPS, as a service provider 
continue to provide service into this community? Every step of the way there is less given. 

● Kairos representative comments: the Humboldt process was happening at the same time as 
the Jeff process - It sounds like there was not a lot of conversation between the two.  Kairos 
serves brown and black students.  We serve PPS students - we are not trying to displace 
anyone.  Why did PPS not try to start this conversation earlier?  There was a Humboldt thing 
happening and a Jefferson thing happening. Kairos too was also only offered two options.  But 
this should not be Jeff v Kairos or Jeff v Humboldt. This should be about what options are 
available and why are we only looking at these two options? 

● Community Comment: If the goal is to set up Jeff for future success, and Tubman too [air 
quality etc], it's counterproductive to squeeze them into a smaller and smaller space.  Building 
on the south lot overrides bond priority to build Jefferson community.  It also limits the 
Tubman and Kairos school's access to fields, and this will continue in their High School 
experience.  
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● Q: Is it still possible for Kairos to relocate?   
A: Gary Hollands: Kairos wants to stay in the neighborhood  

● Community Comment: so, have Tubman in a small space.  But Kairos would need to leave. 
A: Gary Hollands supports Kairos being in the community. 

● Q: How do kids get into Kairos? How do you get into a charter school?   
A: There's no geographic area but Kairos is focused on the Albina 
area. 

● Community Comment: Kairos should leave! 
OSM: The study for the other sites was for a Middle School; can we revisit 
previous sites for Kairos [smaller program]? 

Gary Hollands: that's not our decision it's a Kairos's choice. 
● Q: Tubman is 6-8.  Can students be redistributed back to the other Middle Schools into K-8 

schools.  Doesn't understand why not - things have changed before  
A: Kids in K-8 middle grades didn't have as many offerings compared 
to 6-8 schools.  That’s what drove the change. 

● Q: Does that mean there's space at King or elsewhere for Kairos to relocate? 
A: The Board has not looked at options for Kairos as it has a lease in a PPS building; 
They have been focused on Humboldt. We didn't know about Tubman relocation when 
Kairo's lease was signed.  

Gary Hollands: The option for Kairos to move is Kairos' decision. It’s 
not PPS's or the community's. 

● Community Comment: it's simple: either you want the south lot or you don't.  
● Community Comment: You're not listening very well. 
● Community Comment: You left this community out. You’re just giving us the scraps 
● Community Comment: You can't displace Kairos because you signed a shitty lease 
● Community Comment: Kairos is not for all of the community 
● Q: Where are those twenty options?  

A: Gary Hollands: They are on the website; all 6 volumes. We've been working on this 
for over a year. Read your emails. 

● Q: When does Kairos lease expire?  
A: Up to 50 years 

● Community Comment: A temporary school will be needed for Harriet Tubman regardless of 
the development option. 

11. OSM: Thank you so much for this conversation, it is very much appreciated by the Jefferson project 
team. We will need to reschedule the second part of the DAG meeting because the exercises are 
time consuming. We will be communicating with DAG members about a rescheduled meeting.  

 
 
The foregoing is the writer’s interpretation of the issues discussed.  Please report any discrepancies or 
omissions to Bora within three business days of receipt of this document. 
 
END OF MEETING MINUTES 


